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Description 
[ANIMATED DEVICE FOR A VEHICLE] 

Background of Invention 

[0001] The present invention is an animated device for a vehicle, 
more specifically it is an animated device for a vehicle 
with the means to fly and rotate around a pole. 

[0002] often a vehicle owner chooses to decorate their vehicle to 
personalize it. They may choose to add bumper stickers 
or antenna balls to state opinions, advertise their busi- 
ness, or to show support for a particular team. However, 
bumper stickers or antenna balls are stationary and do 
not necessarily attract others. It is desirable to have a ve- 
hicle decoration or personalization means that actually 
moves. 

[0003] u.S. Patent no. 5,055, 326 issued to Whittington on Octo- 
ber 8, 1991 shows an automotive supported pompon. 
Whittington"s invention is unlike the present invention be- 
cause it extends the entire length of the vehicle antenna, 
it does not circulate around the antenna and it does not 
rise or fall on the length of the antenna with increase or 



decrease in air speed. 
[0004] u.S. Patent Application Publication no. 2003/0017778 
published by Gibbs on January 23, 2003 shows an aerial 
plain (sic). Gibbs" invention is unlike the present invention 
as it is a plane shaped device that is attached by a ball or 
other means to the antenna. It does not provide a flyer to 
rise and fall along the antenna with an increase or a de- 
crease in speed. 

[0005] Therefore a need has been established for device that can 

be used to personalize and advertise. Such a device needs 

to be capable of moving so that others are attracted to it. 
Summary of Invention 

[0006] jhe present invention is a flying antenna ball that attaches 
to an vehicle antenna, which can rise and fall depending 
on wind speed, and can be used to move a flag or banner 
up or down on the antenna. 

[0007] jhe system includes a rising member, which has a hole 
through the center of the member. The user would place 
the rising member on the antenna by means of the hole 
through the center. The rising member has an attachment 
such as a flag or banner that can extend up to five inches 
from the rising member. The flag or banner can be of a 
patriotic or an advertising means. The rising member is 



attached to the antenna when the antenna is in a vertical 
position from the vehicle. If the vehicle has an antenna, 
which does not have a vertical rise, the invention will in- 
clude a pole, which can be attached to the vehicle to pro- 
vide a vertical rise. The system can be attached to any 
type of vehicle. The rising member can have the flag at- 
tached and rotate by means of the velocity produced by 
the movement of the vehicle. 

[0008] For example, the rising member is placed on the antenna 
and when the vehicle is in a still or stopped position, the 
rising member will be at the resting place close to the ve- 
hicle body and at one end of the antenna, specifically the 
end closest to the vehicle. 

[0009] when the vehicle begins to move in either a forward or re- 
verse motion, the wind speed around the vehicle will in- 
crease. This wind speed will force the rising member from 
the bottom of the antenna to the top of the antenna. The 
rising member will rotate along the antenna axis until 
reaching the top of the antenna. There is a cap or stop- 
ping mechanism at the top of the antenna, to keep the 
rising member on the antenna. 

[0010] As the rising member rises and rotates, the banner or flag 
also rotates or flies from the wind velocity, created by the 



speed of the vehicle. In alternate embodiments of the 

present invention the flag or banner can be placed above 

the rising member, so the flag will be pushed to the top of 

the antenna by means of the rising member. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[001 1] Figure 1 is a front view of the present invention at the rest 
position. 

[0012] Figure 2 is a front view of the present invention in wind 
speed conditions of 10-35 mph. 

[0013] Figure 3 is a front view of the present invention in wind 
speed conditions of above 35 mph. 

[0014] Figure 4 is a front view of the present invention'^ alter- 
nate embodiment at wind speed conditions of above 35 
mph. 

[0015] Figure 5 is a top view of an alternative embodiment of the 

present inventions. 
Detailed Description 

[0016] The present invention is a decoration in the form of a ris- 
ing member and an indicia attachable to vehicle antenna 
and or window that rotates and or slides, up or down, as a 
result of increase or decrease in wind speed created buy 
the motion of any vehicle, capable of at least five mph, 



possessing radio antenna or window. 

[0017] The present invention has two main goals. First, the 

present invention takes vehicle decorations a step further 
by animating them; and second, the present invention al- 
lows people to further customize their vehicle. 

[0018] The present invention has a rising member (10) and indi- 
cia (20) both attached to antenna (1). In the preferred em- 
bodiment the rising member (10) would be a sphere. Ris- 
ing member (10) has two fixed wings (12) and either two 
small apertures (14) or two larger apertures (15) (large 
apertures (15) shown only in Figure 5). Indicia (20) has ei- 
ther a small sleeve (22) or a large sleeve (24) (small sleeve 
(24) shown only in Figure 5) to allow the indicia (20) to at- 
tach and slide freely on antenna (1) and crossed pole (3) 
(crossed pole (3) shown only on Figure 5). Indicia (20) can 
be any desired symbol, logo and or figure, to suit the 
taste of the consumer. 

[0019] Figures 1-3 display the present invention in three differ- 
ent positions. Figure 1 shows the present invention in the 
rested position at the base 60 of a vehicle antenna (1). 
The antenna (1) is inserted through the center of rising 
member (10) via small apertures (14) and then through 
small sleeve (22) in order to allow rotation up and down. 



Attached to rising member (10) are fixed wings (12) to in- 
duce the lift and rotation needed to achieve the main goal 
of the present invention. Fixed wings (12) are slanted such 
as a propeller would be to create the rotation effect. Small 
sleeve (22) is responsible for holding indicia (20) onto an- 
tenna (1). 

[0020] Figure 1 shows the present invention in the rested posi- 
tion. In order for the present invention to be in the rested 
position the rising member (10) must be sitting at the 
base of antenna (1). The present invention also requires 
that the vehicle is at a complete stand still and a wind 
speed of no more than five mph. 

[0021] Figure 2 displays the present invention under wind condi- 
tions of ten to thirty five mph. At this wind speed the 
fixed wings (12) create lift and cause rising member (10) 
to begin to rotate and rise along antenna (1). Indicia (20) 
rises with rising member (10) and waves fully extended, 
characteristics mirroring that of any flag or banner when 
exposed to wind speeds of ten to thirty five mph. 

[0022] Figure 3 displays the present invention at wind speeds 

over thirty five mph. The present invention is at the top of 
the antenna (1). Rising member (10) continues to spin and 
indicia (20) continues to wave. At the top of antenna (1) is 



a device, stopper (30) and tie wrap (40), designed to pre- 
vent the removal of the present invention. Stopper (30) is 
placed at the tip of antenna (1) above indicia (20) and is 
secured by tie wrap (40). Once tie wrap (40) is applied the 
excess material can be cut off at point 42. In an alternate 
embodiment rising member (10) does not rotate as it rises 
or falls. This is accomplished by widening the width of 
fixed wings (12) and level them out so as to be parallel to 
the ground such as the wings of an airplane. 
[0023] Figure 4 displays the alternate embodiment in the event 
that the consumers" vehicle does not posses an antenna. 
The preferred alternate embodiment is constructed is 
completely of durable plastic. Fastening means 50 at- 
taches to the vehicle"s window and the window is rolled 
up completely to secure the present invention to the vehi- 
cle. Then arm (5) containing hole (7) for aerodynamic pur- 
poses, angles staff (3) enough away from the body of the 
vehicle so as to not interfere with either the present in- 
ventions or the vehicle"s function in any way. At the base 
of staff (3) is a disk (9) that creates a flat surface for rising 
member (10) to rest on when in resting position. Staff (3) 
is a rod holding rising member (10) and indicia (20). Staff 
(3) looks as if two long, flat pieces of plastic were put to- 



gether to form a plus sign if looked at from a top view 
displayed in Figure 5. Rising member (10) and indicia (20) 
remain the same with the exception of large apertures 
(15) and large sleeve (24). Because of staff (3), which is 
significantly different from antenna (1), large apertures 
(15) and large sleeve (24) must be larger in size to accom- 
modate staff (3). At the top of staff (3) is end cap (4). End 
cap (4) serves the same purpose as stopper (30) but is 
more permanent. 

[0024] The present invention including the alternate embodiment 
maybe manufactured using materials such as plastic, Sty- 
rofoam, aluminum, or a light weight wood, to ensure that 
the present invention is fully functional and sturdy. 

[0025] Having illustrated the present invention, it should be un- 
derstood that various adjustments and versions might be 
implemented without venturing away from the essence of 
the present invention. The present invention is not limited 
to the embodiments described above, and should be in- 
terpreted as any and all embodiments within the scope of 
the following claims. 



